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A Parallel between Popery and Presbytery, 
inthe means uſed to gain an undue and exorbitant - 
Wer; as likewiſe in the exerciſe of it” © 
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| - » when attained. . 
.Cleerly- diſcovering a National Presbytery, as well | 
'as Popery, to be inconſiſtent with'the due exerciſe of 
> ,, the Civill Power, in the handsof thoſe who © © 
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{ Which may alſo ſerve*to evince the prudentiality of 
_ anomtolcration of a General Kirk- Aſſembly 
it. Scotland. = ood Eine 
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rivhern Y In a New dreſs of Mm . 
"ÞPREBYTERY. 


EZ Hen once God (Who hath ſet his Son to be alight 
: to lighten the Gentiles ) began to viſite the ze- 
tile world with the glorious light of the Goſpel, 
RAVAYSET in the Miniſtry of the Apoſtles , and other his 
I 4 ==" faithfull witneſſes, Sathan began to fall from 
One. tnetbrone, like lightning from heaven , and. to 
be caltontof his Ancient poſſeffions, which tillthen he held inthe 
_ _ = os of —__ To Eg whoa 
rai Ke a god, being worſhipped by them in their more 
groſs and foul i £ Fc i 
And when be prevailed not by all his oppoſitions, ſo as to keep 
Chriſtianiſm-from taking roar; and growing in theſe his domini= 
ans, he to counter-work the Goſpel, put himſelf into an Evange» = 
lical habit, as if he were-now -become an Ange! of light go 
h Conteflor of Jeſus Chriſt; and in this Diſguiſe tampers with 
thoſe who began to imbrace the Goſpel, to Modelize and Order 
their Chriſtian profeſſion: ſo, 28 that it. might well conſiſt. with 
their: worldly and finfally carnal intereſt and bonor amongſt men. 
Which carnal: device” Pawi, the Apoſtle: ſharply reproves..by an 
ironte, ſaying to them who thought: themſelves to be morepru- : 
dentiall then he, * Now je are ful, now Je are-rich;, Je-have © "Or: 4, 
uiguedas Kings withons au; We axe fools for Chrifts ſake, but *2 9, 
M79 = WY | ye 
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ye are wiſe in Chriſt ; we are weak but ye are ſtrong ; ye are ho- 
: norable, but we are deſpiſed. Yea ſo far did the D:vil herein abuſe 
men), as at laſt'to cauſe them to turn their profeſſion of the Goſpel 
into a worldly policy, meerly to ſerve their lufts of covetoulneſs, 
* z epiſtle pride, ambition, and affcation of * preheminence. And becauſe 
John,v 9 the Goſpel in theſimplicity and native tendancy of it, would not 
at all comply with this their worldly defign , bat fight againſt ir 
b 2 Cor.2, and oppoſe it, therefore did they © deprave and corrupt the Word, 
Rom. 16. Wreſting and writhing of it, till they made it comport with their | 
17.,8  foreſaid worldly-and carnal deſign of ſelf-intereſt and advance- 
c 2 Thef,z . And doubtleſs this their way was that < myſtery of iniquity, 
7. Which (as the Apoſtle faith ) began then to work, A myſtery of 
which ( ) beg & Anyſter) 
iniquity it's called, becauſe it was an occult and hidden way of 
ſinning ; as when men ſhould be able ro make the world believe 
that they were friends to Jeſus Chriſt, and Promoters of his Af- 
fairs, and that in thoſe very ways, and by doing thoſe very things, 
in whichthey did oppoſe him, and obſtru@rthe proſperity of his 
Afﬀairs in the world. . Anditherefore this ſort of. men are ſaid to 
reſiſt the truth, after thelike manner as Jannes and Jambres With- 
4 2 Tim. food Moſes 4, - Now fannes and Fambres (to wit, the Magici- 
3:6 ns of Egypt) Withſtood Moſes, i. e. oppoled-and weakened the 
- -- _ Anthority of bis meſſage to Pharaoh, and hardened his heart a- 
paint it, by counterfeiting thoſe Miracles which 24oſes wrought 
7 che ſighe of Pharaoh to confirm his meſſage to him from God. 
e Verſe 5. Even ſo theſe men, who are ſaid to have < « forms of goalineſs by 
making an outward ſhew. and profeſſion of the Goſpel, as if they 
were a$ true Diſciples of Chriſt as any, did in a (ly way undermine 
| the Power and Authority of it in the: hearts and lives of men, by 
' f2 Cor, turning them afide from the puricy'and ſimplicity of it f. And 
-u.z3- this myſteryvf iniquity is ſaid to have begun to Wark then in the 
Apoliles days, becauſe that Syſteme or Body of Errers (Popery I 
mean) which ſince hath paſſed through the world nnder the no- 
tion of the myſtery of godlineſs in the elteem of a-great part of the 
world, took its rice and beginning from thoſe Corrupters of the 
Word, which firſt infeſted the Apoſtolical Churches. © 
- Batnow, partly becauſe the glory and ſpiritual ſplendor of the 
-, Goſpel wasasyet too great'in the eyes of many,to ſuffer anyrem! 
tation of worldly felicity which took with others, to ſtand before .. 
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ONES ont OBSS: 3B 
_ . it;and ray betibben Ge B23 the great men of the world; : 
had as yer ſo much as taken up the profeſſion of theGoſpel:There- | : 
fore theſe deceirful workers 8 had not as yet opportunity either co * Cor.th 
advance their worldly intereſt by that kind of Goſpel profeſſion —=** 
which they made, or to propagate their Errors in order therennto- 
to any conſiderable degree, in compariſon of what afterwards fell. 
.intheir way. Bat as faſt as they could-wear off that tenderneſs. 
which the Goſpel at firſt had wrought, both in their own Con-: 
ſciences, and -the Conſciences of thoſe whoin they by deceiving 
drew into the ſame conſpiracy with them, they gradaally ried 
on their wicked deſign, — to that of the Apoſtle, ® waxing b 2 Tim. 
Worſe and Worſe, deceiving eing deceived. Folecip 3er3 
But that which then for the wrote did obſtra& the more yi- 
fible increaſe and growth of this Myſtery of Iniquity, and helliſh 
Projet, was the Roman Emperor for th 


thEtime being, and other 
um men of the Earth ander him, who as yer being infidel and - 
eathen, did ſuppreſs and keep under, as well thoſe that were bue | | 
fornalvand -bypocritical Profeflors of the Goſpel, as thoſe that —» 
were'true i, ''But when once men of great Intereſt, Power and; : TheC + 
Command in the world, received the Goſpel, and moſt of allz,7,8. , » © 
when ſome of the Emperors turned Chriſtian, then had thoſe wha ©  ' 7 
managed this Myſtery of Iniquity a fitter opportunity to play their TT 
game. For ſome of theſe Emperors and great men, out-of their _ = 
love to Chriſt, and to thoſe that were called by his Name, as being —" 
deſirous that theſe ſhould partake with them in their worldly -- 
honour and grandure, were cafily induced to beſtow both wealth. | _- 
and honour upon ſuch men, as pretended like good affeftionand @- = 
reſpe& to the Goſpel. And now it was no hard matter for men, "FM 
whoſe device it was to make the Goſpel a ſtalking horſe to their + = 
worldly intereſt, todraw in the Contributions of che CivilPower No 
toraiſe them to that height after which they aſpired, which was 
Domination, Lordſhip, and a Power Monarchical in things by 
them called Spiriz»al or Eccleſiaſtical, to give Laws. to all, and 
to receive them from none. Which having, attained, by that 
means they ſoon clipped the wings of the Temporal Power, and. 
tronbled it in its motion, and incumbred the tree exerciſe of itin 
| them who were inveſted with it. All which notubhanding 
. was carried under colour of Zeal for Chriſt, the Propagation an _— 
Honour'of the Chriſtian Religion, the Suppreſſion of Error and | = 
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- Andthus you \vo the original ticeand AB R_ "on 
," © - avs arenas is omg y intended by the Myſtery of Iniquity, 
by For in as much as ogpren long, bath been more famous 


in-that Art or Mhytery\ of + ocking Iniquity under. a ſemblance .of 
Chriſtianity, then any-in the ma. befides' generally have been 1 
therefore i hould ſeem the Holy Gholt hath fixed this ſignificane 
& Rey.17 5 and diſtivguiſhing CharaQter upon her, * MY' ST ERT, BABT- = 
LON THE GREAT. 
; -_ om that which hath been thus briefly yd down, we 
reſume fafelyparher, ' 1; 
tarwfrienct fare of men do make uſe of their Profeſſion 
of the ve Goſpel, or their Þroximity of relation to it, as Miniſters of 
it, with an eye thereby to promote a carnal Intereſt, and to-pro= 
cure Rule and-Domination over others ; they are thereby clearly 
fouti& tobe more/or leſs. of the ſame Confederacy with thoſathae 
xr found Pronoters of the Myſtery of. Joiquity from firlk | 
ro laft; 

2. That what ever fort of men, and chatnider what pretencs 
ſoever of religious Zeal, do either exerciſe or endeavor. to gain 
ſuch a Natioral Power in things Eccleſiaſtical, as which.isnot only: 
independent from the Civil Power, bur- inconſiſtent with)the due 

Adminiſtration thereof , and in many reſpeQs texalting. it (ell 
above; over-topping and commanding it, are therein extreamly 
configured to the- genius principles and remper of thoſe, who from 
rime to time have been the Heads of the Anzichriſtian Fattion of 

| Rome. | 

And whether a National Church Coveintd by A  Genaal 
Afembly of Presbyters, as it hach becn-exercifed in Scotland, and 
ſtrongly endeavored to be eſtabliſhed in England, benot, 

ty f both the fore-mentioned Crimes, and ſoa branch of the 
| Myftery of Iniquity, otherwiſe called Popery, is that which now 
© comes tobe examined ; rhe demonſtration of which in the —_ 

_— _.,__» * ative, being that which chicfly' is intended. in this ry nr 

| the management of this Work,I ſhal(God willing 
impartially compare the Methods, both of Re and i pron 
in their endeavors and —_ to raile heeeſees into their: xe+ 


ſ] Oy 


wt and Pack, both of che one porn Tp pong 


exerciſe of that Power when attained.” And: then let the 
| ſee and behold, whether the younger Sifter, per je by cager 
b lamelincage, Gipolicen and complexion with elder Sie, 


opery. 

TJ. Firſt then, The Biſhops of Reme,to the end they might win 
-upon;and gain over to themſelyes, the Kings and Princes, and other 
(great men oy the Exrth,- to imploy their worldly Incereſt and 
Power to procure them reſpeR, reverence and obedience from the 
people,; and to prote& them from the rage of men, which many 
times; by their haughcy and; oppreflive Praftiſes they jultly pro- 
yoke againſt thea(elyes, they applyed; themſelves to them with 
' Cwveet pn 7 pow! Aluriog perſwaſions, telling them they ſhould be 
Friends to Jeſus Chriſt,” Sons to St, Peter, obedient Children to 
the Church their Mother, and that God hould be merciful to 
thew, When he ſhould come with St, Peter to juag the World, For 
which end alſo they beſtowed upon them thoſe ow yy 
wiehig Titles, of Chriſtian King , mo## Chriſtian King, and 
Defender of the Faith. And whileſt theſe Pontifls could gpt raiſe 
the hotn of their pride without the Princes of the workd, they, 
toprocute their aſſiſtance, were willing to acknowledg and:;grant 
as proper to them, that, which when their turns were ſerved, they 
denyed to be amy wiſe belonging to them z 28 the calling of gene- 
ral .Councels, the appointing and ordering the Elettions of Popes, 
ang the Inveſtitures of Bibops, &c.. Yea fometimes to Court 
Princes, {pared not to preſent them wich the Treaſares of -their 
Church; as Pope Gregory did Charls of France, when he ./ens 
bins the-K £3: of the boly Sepulchre, and St. Peters Chains, with 
other rich ; Preſents : all which at other times, when they 
were: warm/in their Chair of  Peſtilence , they ſifly. affirroes 
to be irrelative to'them ;/ and-for claiming of which, prowennced 
them" guilty of Srmony, and excommunicated them. And thus 
they flattered the Kings of the Earth to give their Power unto 
bem, till they tiad uſurped 4-Juriſditian over the Conſciences, 
theellates;;badics; and lives of -men. And what wete theſe and 
fach like gulling, gnily, dewicchipg, and; intoxicating baits, but 
thoſe Phicers inithe poyſoned, though guilded Cup, whetewithall 
the Whore of Rome: hath wade drunk, the Kings and Ringdome 
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© And ſee now and behold; whether the Patrons 


Presbyrery do not aA ſecond part to the ſame tune. That ſavo- 
ry meat after which their Souls long, is an abſolute Power over 
all men in the Nation whete they live, to Ele and Reprobate, to 
make Saints and Devils, of whom they pleaſe ; to receive-into 
the boſorn of their grace and favour all thoſe thac will kiſs their 
Rod, and to make veſſels of diſhonor and of their wrath of all 
thoſc that will not or cannot fall down'at the footſtool of their 
Authory to yield homage and worſhip to them. And being con- 
ſcious ro themſelves, that the generality of people would never re- 
{ent ſuch a condition of bondage and captivity as any wiſe lovely 
or defireable, or ſo far deny or forget themſelves rather, as tobe 
willing to become ſlaves to make them Lords, they conld net fo 
much as hope ever to be lifted up into their Throne by their vo- 
luntary conſent and aſſiſtance, and therefore knowing no other 
way'to gain the prize, "but by borrowing the ſecular Power of Ci- 
vil Magiſtrates, which the moſt of men are wont to obey for fear, - 
if not for Conſcience ſake ; they became hamble Suitors to-them 
in the Name of God,to put forth that Intereſt of Power and Com- 
mand which they have in and.over the people, to ſer Jeſus Chriſt 
upon his Throne, and to put the Scepter into his hand ; meaning - 
thereby,that thoſe whom they call Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt mighe 
have thoſe Keys which they call the Keys of the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven { the Pope the Keys of S. Peter) faſtened upon their loyns 
with a girdle of ſecular Power, that they mighc open the doors of 
the Kingdom of Heaven, .e. their Church, unto whom, and lock 
them againſt whom they pleaſed. And to the end their addrefles 
in this kind to men of worldly Intereſt and Power mighe be the 
more prevalent, they have held out to them the golden Lure of 
Honour and Fame, belonging to ancient worthy Inſtruments of 
Reformation, aſſuring them, that in ſo ry they ſhould be found 
in the Catalogue with King Hezekiab and ofiab for renown, 'in 
promoting the work of Reformation ; with Nebemiab, in op- 
poſing the Enemies thereof ; and with Zernbbabel, in: building 
the Houſe of God. And obſervable it is,how they. will fawn upon 
great met if they do but comply with their defires herein, ſpeaking 
to ther, and of them, as zealous and religious men, though there 
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| Emperors and Kings that Fower whileſt they ſtood in need of their 


- daring the time their necefity. remains : but when they. think 


it to be his duty now to hear and obey their voyce, "and nat to 


Diſcipline, they ſay, That confideration is to be bad of the Kirk 
'#n her infancy, in her growing, aud in her ripe age,.and accord- 
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And as the Popes of Rem ( as 1 (aid before) would grant to 


aid, which they denyed them and took from them when they 
were able ro:go alone : In like manner, the heads of the Pregbytc-. 
rian Tribes; the Miniſters I mean, are willing to bartfr away, or 
pawn rather, unto the Magiſtrate, ſuch and ſo much Power which 
they claim as proper ro them, for, or inliew, of ſo much of, the 
Civil Power which they want to ſertle them in their Kingdom, % 


they fit faſt, and have made their mountain to tard ſtroxg, they 
recall their Plzdg, and deny that the Magiſtrate may exetcile any 
ſuch Power now, as which before they allowed him ; affirming 


intermeddfe: with the Spiritual Sword. And although Kings piſtipl. of 
and Princes that are godly, ſometimes by their own Authority, the Kitt of 
When the Kirk z corrupted, and all things ont of order, place Mi- Sofia; © 7 
niſters, axd reſtore. the ſervice of the Lord, after the example of aha 
ſome godly Kings of fudah and divers godly Emperors and Kings 
alſo inthe light of the New Teſtament : yet where the Miniftry 
of the Kirk.ts once lawfully conſtitate, and they that are placed do 
their Office faithfully, all godly Princes and Magiftrates ought 
to-hear axd obey their voyce, and reverence the Majeſty of the 
Sax of God ſpeaking in_them-, (ay the Presbytery of Scotland. - 
And again, in the two laſt pages of the Preface to their Books of 


4p, 19; | 


ingly to-accommodate the Diſcipline to prattiſe, as the condition 
of. the time permitted or required ; and. Wiſely to diftinguiſh be- 
twixt the Kirks purpoſe or intennon in every particular, and. 
their poſſibility to perform and praftiſe, as circumſtances con- 
curred, or Were contrary. By which it is evident, tha. they po- 
l:eickly conceal their parpo'es of ingrofling the ſole Power of me- 


irs into_their own haads, undcr*a co- 
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Juriſdiion ; that is ro ſay, they have power i tirfo 
- whileſt they get up'into the ſaddle ; i thing fulfilled in the letter 
between ſeveral Emperors and-Popts, bur accottpliſhed-tn the 
ſpirit between Princes and Presbyrers: Conſonant whereunto, i 
that paſſageof the Kirk of S$corlang,; intheir ſecond Book of Dilct- 
pline, Chap. to. where they allow rhe Magiſtrate a power To 
make Laws and Conftitutiors agreeable to 'Gotls Word, fer the 
ADVANCEMENT of the Kirk , a#d'the Policy thereof ; but 
deny him the uſe of Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline, unil of any pirt of the 
Power of the Spiritual Keys. | : OO 
 Andnow ler the Reader iconpare what the Popes formerly did, 
and what the Presbyters it thele later days have done, to hook in 
the Rulers of the Earth, and to ihterbveave a ſecular PSywet with 
heir Eccleſiaſtical, 6r (4s th&y all it) Spiritual to corroberare that, 
and to Drocure revererice and fabje&ion'to 1t frotn thoſe which - 
otherwiſe would difpiſe it ; #nd thet judg, whether it benot as 
With the Mother, ſo With the Dauphter ; only with this differ- 
ence, this later #»14wity 1s more myFeri04 then the former, car- 
ried od tdore doſcly, and winder more' fpecious pretences ; the 
pirit or Body being the ſame in both, but ſomewhar differently 
.  habited. The Popes idchanced the Kings of the Earth to give 5 
their Power uiito thei, and to offer itup in Sacrifice to theirhuft, 
when as they thought they had niade an offering of itito God; 
and donor the Presbyters endeayor to charm them'into the fatne 
pleaſing dream ? ._. , Ss OS 0b 
' 11. When che Popes piped, if Ex 
dance} if they could not prevail with pig 
reries, eo itinkce thett'ſervatits'to their thi 


errs nnd Kings did ox 


: Saree? ny igio " y called 

holique Cauſe, ) they caſt abouir ho! ighr enforce and nie 
, ceffirate them thereunto. "And the next fovention which: they 
| l © 'conteived, and which tnany times they fotind moſt condneing to 


c 

their end, was, to driw off the affe&ions of their Subjects from 
chem, and to make faQtions and parties againſt them, repreſenting 
| them unitorhe people as cnetnics to Jeſus Chriſt, and to S. Perer, 
| and friendsto publicats and finhers, 'to Hiteticks, Sedtarics, and 


Seilttiaticks, and,as men unworthy to tule, and to be obeyed. By 
which device they did many titties, even neceffitate and compel 
chem, tarher then to loſe the hearts of their peopte, Crowns, Seep- 
rers, a6d Lives, by Rebellion and InſurreRion of their SubjeRts, to. 
yeeld to then, and gratifie theit defires. Aparh mack beaten by 
the feer of the Popes, as finding it leading to theit prey. | 
. Pope A the Hineth, not finding the Empetor, Fred-rick. 
the ſecotid, like a Bow, bowive to kis hand, having labbred by ſe- 
| eral meatiseo prevent acceſs of Forces to him in the Holy Land, 
| dtid dving ſcattered Letters amongſt the Souldiers in Fredericks 
Canip, tending ro beget an ill opinion of him, and having likewiſe 
raifed Tumults in Lombardy againſt bim ; afterwards, upon an 
. accord concluded betwixt then, the Pope ſent his Legare rhirher 
utider pretence to perſwade them co ſubmit to Frederick , where- 
as it was indeed'under hand to encourage them againſt him. And 
ir this buſineſs he imployed certain preaching Fryers, and Iino- 
Fites, Who perſwading the ptople, that if they took part with the 
Emperor, they would be fognd Rebels to the Church, drew them 
into an Oath and Covenant. for the Church, to the utter ruine 
of Frederickand his poſterity, who, as Hiſtory reports, was a 
vettuoiis, priident, and magnanimons Emperor. Another Empe- 
rot of the ſame nzme,' Frederick the firſt, demanding from them 
of _1taly thit which belonged to his Revenue, which the Inhabi- 
tants called Fodrum ; Pope Adrian the fourth beiyg therear of- 
f:nded, conceiving ir. to pertain to the Church, as ſtanding in 
riced thereof, (a principle from which Presbyters are not departed - 
to this day, D4{cizl. Scot. lib. 3, cap.1o.) writes to th& Eimperot 
_&Epiltle full of ſharp reproof, The Emperor in a Replicatory 
Epiſtle to the Pope, ordered his Secterary to place higname firſt, 
. and the Popes afterward, (a thing, as it is ctols to papdl pride, ſo 
| _ ro Presbyterianorder; for as Cardinil Fol/ey ſet his own nawe 
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2nd veneration of Images. Philppicxs being an Anti-imaperift, 
and having cauſed them co be pulled down in Churctes, the Pope 
hereupon pronounced him an Heietick, forbad the people of Rowe 
to receive either his Name, his Letters, hi Image, or his Coyn, 
or tomention his Name in divine ſervice, though otherwiſe he 
were Orthodox enough in the Popes ſence. The ,next Emperor, 
Leo the third,ratificd the Edit formerly publiſhed againſt Images, 
- ard exhorted Gregory the ſecond;rhen Pope, to forbear the main- 
tenance and ſupport of Images in the Church. | Bur the Pope re- 
plying,”That de not to the Emperor to innovate any thirg 
10-marters of Faith, ( fer ſo he termed che uſe of Images: ) He fſo-. 
licited the Venicians, and the Inhabitants of Ravenna, toriſe in 
Arms againſt the Emperor ; cauſed Cities ani Towns to thruſt 
out their lawful Magiltrates,and to'pnt others of their own choyce 
in-their rcoms.; pertwaded the Citizens of Rome to abandon him 
as.an Heretick, if he continued in thoſe his wicked opinions. And 
Pope Alexander cauſed both Princes and Cities in 1taly and Ger- 
many totevolt from Frederick the Emperor, undef colonr of Re- 
formation. And brcauſe. Lews the Emperor maintained. it to be 
a priviledg of the Imperial Crown to call Synods, and becau'e he 
dilpofed of ſome Beneficts, and appointed a Legate for the Sea of 
Rome ; therefore Pope Nicholas the firſt appointed certain Monks 
and Nuns of the Monaſterics abcut Rowe, while the Emperor was 
there, every morning out of devotion to ſay Latany round about 
the walls, and to ſing Maſſes agaioſt bad Princes : Which ſo pro- 
voied the Emperors Souldiers, in ſenſe of the diſhonour thereby 
done to their Maſter, that upon a time going to Pax!s,they lighted 
upon thoſe Letazies, wounded many of them, and made all take 
their heels and run away. ; 
By theſe and the like ways and deyices, the Popes full often 
made Kings and» Emperors themſclves to buckle to them, and 
ſometimes to lay down their Crowns and Scepters at their Holi- 
ncſl&s feet ; as did Fobs-King of Exgland, in reſigning the Ts 
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 domof Englend and:Irelandunto Pope Innocent : For h 
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infiting upon the EleQtion and Inveſtiture of Biſhops as a right of 
the Crown, the Pope interdiRted his Realm, offered it as a prey to 
the firſt Invaders thereof, abſolved his SubjeAts of all Oaths, both 


_ Natural and Civil, armed all his Clergy, and the greateſt part of 


the Nobility and Magiſtrates againſt him, and in the end pronoun- 
ccd h.m depoſed, and commanded another to be pur into his place: 
To which ſentence he ſubmitted, upon condition the Pope would 
pardon allthe fins both of him and his friends, dcad and alive. 

- And have not the Maſters of your Presbyterian Aſſemblies 
uled the ſame kind of Engine and Arcifice to rear up the Temple of 
a Compulſory Presbytery 2? For finding their Applications to the 
Civil Powers:by way of p rſ{waſion and ſolicitation: back*d with 
all che Arguments and Motives they could deviſe incff;Rual as 


_ tottheir defired end ; how haye they played the parts of uncon- 


ſcionable Politicians, in uſing means to inforce and neceſſitate the 


Parliament to yeeld to them that in a way of fear, which they - 


could never obtain in a-way of love | Not to inſiſt upon what the 


- Kirk of Scotland hath formerly obtained: this way, it will be ſuf-- 


ficient to make up the parallcl.in this particular, to point at the late 
dayly praQtifes of many of your Presbyterian Miniſters in Englard, 
eſpecially in Zoxgon, -who are looked: upon as Maſter Builders and 
Pillars. of this Fabrick. For alchcngh the Parkamenr had appoint- 
ed and Commanded the DireRory for Worſhip to he obſerved in 
all places of the Nation, though they did ordain-and ſtrictly com- 
mand Elders to be choſen in all Pariſhes, and Pregbyterial Govern- 
ment to be put-in execution, and carried on by Parochial, Claſſical, 
and Provincial Aflemblies ; yea and alchough rhe Parliament did 

ive them all. countenance and encouragement therein, . by confer- 
ing all Parochial Benefices upon. them, and thoſe of. their order, 
with excluſion of ail others, and by furniſhing them wich power 
to recover their Tythes : Yet, as if all chis were not worth a good 


word, they have repreſented them, both by their preaching and: 


rayers, as men building themſelves houſes, and ſuffering . the 
Houſe of God to lie Waſte ; as men minding their own things, and 
not the things of Jeſus Chriſt ; as men that have broken Cove- 
nant with God, and become Traytors to him and his Cauſe, Ene- 


.mies to Reformation ; as men that bave put a. Sceprer of Reed in- 
to the hands of Jeſus Chriſt, and mocked him : And whcrefore? 
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to paſs under the laſh of ſuch a cenſure as their wiſdoms of wills 

rather ſhonld think fit. - EERIL UF 0 PEE Fu - 

The Pope, as was faid, canſed Letany and Maſs to be faid and 

- ſung every morning againſt bad Princes, and that under the Em- 

- perors noſe, when he would not ſfubje@ his power to the Popes 

Tho luſt. And I could wiſh there were not too rmuch cauſe to ſuſpe, " 

that the morning LeRures in, Lodo were creed upon ſotne- 

what the like occaſion, or at leaſt warp:d and tutned aftde toſuch: 
an end. Certainly he that hath been an car witneſs of what ur- 
| ſavory ſtaff hath paſſed from between thoſe /ips/ of many, which 
| have been rowched With a hot burning Coal, T will not fay from 
whar Altar, had need to be, either very jpnorant of the relation 
between canſes and effeRs, berween projets, andthe means of 
accompliſhing them; or elfe furniſhed with more then an ordi- 
=D trary meaſure of Charity, if yet I tnay ſo call it, to deliver him from 
W_ - a.ftrong ſuſpicion and jealonfie, that che main and principal defigry 

Wo of thoſe Leurers, or atleaſt of far the greateſt part of them, hath 
= .. "bento knock off the hearty and affeRions of the peofile frota the 
_ Parſizment, and their faithfal Adherents, chat fo at laſt, by means 
= of a prevalent FaRion, they might neceſicate thetn' to x compli- 

ance with their defires, to avoyd their own ruine. For, for what 
other end ſhould the peoples ears be beaten from'day to diy with 
ſaldo3ious and bitter InveRives againſt the, as by which they 
have been repreſented to be ſuch, as concerning whom it canhot 
be expefted, that having deale trezcherovſly nd ain with 
God, they ſhonld ever deal fairly or faithfully with men, clothing 
| chem with the Title of State Hypocries,as if nnder a cloke of Reli-- 

7 gion they did raife themſelves Friends and Parnilies ; infinuating ro/ 
BE: the people, Thar thoſe who were appointed as phyſick to the Nati- 
WE on,are like to prove its poyfon; That the fins of the Biſhops were 

K. burPunRilioes to the fins of thefe whom deridingly they called out 
Reformers.; and that thiey have fo managed che buſineſs of Refor- 
mation,that they have made their ſavor to ſtink amongft men, Alt 
chis,and much more of the ſame import and tendency, having beech 
inculcated, not only from morning co morning, but at other rimes, 
& ypoti other occafions alfo;when there hartnot been'one: of _ 

. = agai » 


diſtempers in thoſe of that Aſſembly. And becauſe probably they 
might conceive that the Army bath been a Block in their way in 
corroberating the Reſolutions of the Parliament to deny their ia- 
potent defires of Rule and Domination, in as mach as they relieved 
them againſt thoſe horrid Attempts of force and violcnee that 
were offered to the then two Houſes of Parliament, { in order 
donbrleſs to the Presbyterian deſign, -many of the great Sticklers in 
that Cauſe being Promoters and Abetters thereof, } therefore have 


| them(who have ſaved their Lives, Liberties, and Eſtates, 
with the hazard of their own) as Rebels and Trajtors, as the pet 
wvnd burthen of the Nation, as men Whoſe lives are not Worth 4 
prayer, and Whoſe deaths not Worth a tear. - o 
And that this kind of. deportmeat in theſe Miniſters hath pro- 
daced thoſe late fad effeRts of Commotions, InſurreRions, and new 
Slanghters inthe Nation .in-the ſecond-and third War, I ſhall not 
need to affirm, fince it is the Conceflion and Vote of very many of 
their own party, And whether ſuch preaching and fuchpraQiifes 
be more like the Negotiations of the Popes Agents, then thoſe an- 
cient Meflengers of the Goſpel, whoadvanced and honored Ma- 
iſtracy,and rebuked the De$iſers of Dignities; and whethet they 
avour not more of the Machavillſt, then of the'Evangeliſt, (e{pe- 
cially conſidering that the Theam or Subje& matter of theſe Ser- 
- mons hath-been- the natural iſſue of the Conſultations and Coun- 
ſels of the Concheve of Sion Colledg, ſeveral Members thereof by 
turns giving .aym at what mark their Brethren.ſhould ſhoot, by 
difperling Tickets for that purpoſe, i their own Teſtimony in this 
Gafe-may beraken,). I ſay, whether ſach engagements ſavour not 
- more of. policy then of piety, I leaye it to allthem.co judg, who 
| bows not. made (hipwrack of their Reaſon in the Romiſh 


perors and. Kings, by flattery or otherwiſe, to joyn their Secular 


with the Popes Spiritual Power for advancing che affairs of the - 
Church,.they (quickly abuſed them and their juſt Auahenay, ang 


they wich like heat and impetuouſneſs fallen upon the Army, re- _ 
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I11. When once the Biſhops of Rowe had prevailed with Em- 
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\ Byt char the Pope might be xcknowledged to be the chict in. the. 
-work, the ſaid Author briogeth him-in thus ſpeaking in-higEpilile  -, _* 
| tothat Synod; The religiors Emperor hath yeelded thu treSpett 5-1 
@nd reverence to the divine-Ordinances, to uſe the Amtbority of  : 
the Apoſtolick Sea, for the bringing of his holy iptents: ana pur= 
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+  Batafterwards, when once the Popes, partly by ſtroking, and 
partly by threatening, had bridled and fadle Kings and arg (ol, 
.and ſo made them fit to be ridden, they quickly mounted them ; - 
uſing thewy, if not like Beaſts, to carry them whither, and to what | : >. 
they;;defired to. advance ; yet as Servants, to execute their In- ' 
.jun&ons, Decrees, and Orders. Gregory the Pope wrote to the + 
Princes of Germany, that they ſhould nor. frequent the Maſſes of 
matrryed Prieſts, and that they ſhould execute his Decree; and 
account them for excommunicate perſons that obeyed it not. And | _ 
becanſe the Emperor Henry the thjrd did not his beſt endevor to | -" "= 
countenance the Bulls of Gregory, and to execute his Decree; * , © 
therefore Gregory the Pope took occaſion to quarrel and contend — | 
with him. And what ever Emperors or Kings did in Cauſes Ec- | v4 
clefiaſtical, they were therein (in the Opinion 'of Papiſts) ſubſer. ' 4+: 
vient to the Clergy, which they call the Church. The Precepes _—_ 
Kings and Emperors uſed (faith a Popiſh Author,) the Laws they _ . MF 
enatted in matters Eccleſiaſtical,were to corroborate,ſtrengthen, _— 
and renew the Laws of the ((hurch, After this manzer T grant | - 
(faith he) Emperors might call general Conncels, as the ſpecial 
Advocates of the Chnrch ; but yet according to the Will and de- 
| Pref the Priefts. Thus they have (faith he) ſubſcribed as Wit- 
neſſes, not as Tudges, by Priviledg, no2 by Right. Thus they 
bave commanded the Decrees to be obſerved as EXECU>= 
TORS, not Smperiors, in Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀairs. | 
| 2. I ſhall notneed in the ſecond place to give inſtances of the 
Romiſh Clergies Uſurpations upon the Civil Power, and of their 
| intermedling, and that juridically, with things that are but pure- 
|- ly Civil, and of Magiltratical cognizance ; it eng thing famouſ- 
| ly known toall men, that Popes have claimed both the Swords 
J_ and Temporal, and have taken upon them the Ordering 
| of Kingdoms and Commonyealths ; and in their Courts Spiritaal 
| (as they call them) by their Officials, have inflited pecuniary 3 
| puniſhments on men for matters queſtionable onely in Civil 2 
bl Courts of Juſtice. And-yet all this they have done under the pro- i 6. 
+1].  reRionof this Diſtin&ion ; That though they a and intermeddle + 
1] - in things external and (ccular, yet it is for ſpiritual ends : i» 0r9:- _ 
xl ne ad bonnum ſpirituale, | | 
ny I, | G 7 = 2 DX" 
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Cap, Iz 


buſineſs o ve, That 
the Popes have. many times (track the Scepters out of tht hinds 


F* 


of Kivgs and Emperors with the Keys of their Chuteh/; Excom- 


munication I mean: it being a thing, as of frequent uſe among 
' the Popes, ſo of common obſervation and knqwledg amongſt he 


people. I might for example fake mention Pope Gregory the /z- 
cond, who for that the Emperor Leo the third labored toholiſh 
the worſhip of Images, firſt' excommunicated him'; and after 
that prohibited his SnbjeRs to pay'Tribute to him, or obey hitn, 


ſe 


as being an Heretique rejeRed by the Church. The like was done 


by Pope Gregory the ſeventh, againſt the Emperor Henry the 
third, for that Henry claimed the Donation of- Bfhopricks and 


Charch-Liviogs, as proper to him. And the bands of Superſtiti- - 


on, commonly binding the people cloſer to the Pope, ' then the 
Duty of their Allegiance did to the King ; thence it came to paſs, 
That the Popes Bulls and Interdiftions diffolved the Authority of 
Emperors and Kings in the hearts of their people, and” made them 
ſcrupulous of yeelding Obedience to them... © © ft 
Let us now ſee and conſider wherher lofty and coercive Pre/- 
bytery be not of the ſame complexion, and whether there be not 


the ſame fgce and appearance of an Encroachment and Uſurpati- 
on upon the Civil Power in the principles and praQfes' of our 


Preſbyterian Clergy (at lealt for kinde, if not for degree) as there 
is 4n the Romiſh. ER: SOITLHES 


"I. As did the Popes, fo dothe Preſbyters in tmgnifying theni- 


_ ſelves, and the Decrees of their Confiſtories, above the Ciyil Ma- 


giſtrate, - and in making his power ſabſervient unto theirs. . Pre/- 
byters in Synods and ) 
ſcribe the phyſique, and require the Civil Magiſtrate, as if he were 
their Apothecary to miniſter the potion. The Scots in their Book 
of Kitk-Diſcipline, ſpeaking of the general Afſembly of their 
Kirk, ſay, That all men, as Well Magiſtrates as Infervors, are 
to be [ubjet to the Judgment thereof in Ecclefiaſtical Canſes, 
Without any reclamation, or appellation to any 7nag, Cevil, or 
Eccleſiaſtical, within the' Realm. So that when Preſbyters in 


their Aſſemblies, (hall decree ir to be the Daty of the Magiſtrate 


to improve his Civil .Power in promoting ary affaits of - the 
Church, z. e, their Ordinances ; he isnot at liberty. (you ſee) to 


appeal to apy within the Realm, though he conecive their In-. 
| OT --, \ JanQtions 


general Aſſemblies , like Doors , pre- 
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ſuch Decrees,, The Londen Miniſters herein agree with 
their Brethren of-Scot/aud, who deny the aAts of the Eccleſiaſti- 
cal tate #o be: diretiy and formally ſubordinate to the Magi- yy, r:... 
ſtrate ; or that any laſt appeal may be. made to him. By which Ch. rr 
it's evident, they (et up themſelves above him, and advance their p, 89, go - 
power, above his. . They are content to entruſt the Magiſtrate > di. 
with a ſtock of power in things Eccleſiaſtical, upon condition he 
will trade with it for their account. The Magiſtrate (ſay they)  _ 
ratifies and eſtabliſhes Within his Dominions, the juſt and neceſ- "apo 
ſary Decrees of the Church in Synods and (ouncels, by his civil = Sg 
Santtion, By his Civil Sanition, what's that ? Iris to enjoyn © 
Obedience to the D:crees of ſuch Afemblics, which are (as they 
ſuppoſe) the Church Repreſentative, under Civil penalties. . And 
therefore the Scoriſs Miniſters ſay, That the Magiſtrate ought 2 Book | 
to aſſiſt and maintain the Diſcipline of the Kirk,, and puniſh Duc. E.10 
them civilly that Will not obey the Cenſure of the ſame. It a 
Preſbytery in Scotland excommunicate any man, (though, as the 
caſe may fall out, it may be for being valiant for the Truth againſt 
ſome of their erroneous Tenents in DoQtrine, and praQtices in 
Diſcipline, yet) the Civil Magiſtrate, or ſuch who are entruſted 
- with the Execution of the Law, are hereupon, being thereunto 
required by the Preſbytery, to iflue out a Warrant, commanding 
the perſon! excommunicate to ſubmit to the Preſdytery, or. in 
caſe of failor herein, within certain days to be pur to the horn, 
that is to ſay, to be out-lawed : by vertue of which borning, or 
out-lawry, the Eſtate of this man becomes forfeit. If this bring 
not the ſuppoſed Delinquent in, the Pre/byters have more work 
for the Truſtees of the Law ; for upon a motition from the Pre/- 
 bjters, another Writ goes out, called Letters of Caption, direR- 
ed to all Sheriffs, 8c. to ſeize and fecure the perſon of him excom- 
municated,” and ſo commit him cloſe priſener. _ Yet again (be- 
cauſe the Civil Sword (hall not be ruſty for want of uſing) if the 
perſon of the Offender be not found, another Writ is demanded 
of the Judg, called Letters of intercommuning, Requires all 
perſons, upon pain of contraQing like guilt, and incurripg like 
penalty with the ſaid Offender, to forbear all. correſpondency 
with him, either by conference, meſſenger, or writing, And 
- that which eſpecially is to be noted, is, That the Miniſters of the | 
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- Civil State, in all theſe, mult be ar the beck of the Elderſhip, or 
- run the hzzard of Excommwunication for refuſal. © | 7 


The Preſbyters, like Judges, pronounce the Sentence and De- 
cree; and the Magiſtrite, as their ſervant, muſt ſee itexecuted. 

' The Magiſtrate may execate their Commands, and augment their 
oreatneſs ; but by no means croſs the one, or diminiſh the other. 


-Div.Right The Power of the Magiſtrate (ay the London Miniſters) i 


Ch. Gov, 6xely cumulative, not privatzve, adding fo, not detratting from 


* p.77, cd,z any liberties or privileages of the Charch, And therefore if the 


Magiſtrate wilt not call Synods and general Afemblics as-oft as 

They have a minde to have them ; in ſach caſes, as they hold,th 
'-- have an abſolute power to do it of themſelves; fo they hold alſo, 
That he hath no power de. jzre to hinder them therein, For ſay 
1b'dem, The London Minilters, If the Church may not convene Synoat her 
ſelf incaſe the Magiſtrate Will not help her therein, her condi- 
dition Were better Without, then With a Magiſtrate. A ſtrange 
inference, to ſay, it were better be without a Magiſtrate, then to 
- have ſach an one as will not concur with Preſbyters intheir De- 
fires ! We ſee upon what terms we may expeR that Preſoytery 
will prove a' friend-to Magiſtracy ; . the late deeds of ſeveral 
Preſbyterians would have declared their mindes ſufficiently as to 
rhis point, though their Writings had been altogether ſilent. And 
in as much as many Ads and Decrees of their General Aſſemblies 
uſe to relate in many reſpeAs to the Liberties and Reſtrictions of 
the people in things Civil,(as will be noted in the next particular: ) 
And fince alſo they hold it the Daty of the Magiſtrate to ratifie 
the Decrees of ſach Aſſemblies by his c:24/ Sanzon ; one would 
- think it butreaſonable, That ſuch Aflemblies ſhould not be con- 
ven withoutthe conſent of the Magiſtrate thereunto firſt ob- 
tained, | 
' Yet notwitſtanding, fo abſolute and independent from the 
Civil Power is their Authority, as they deem, That they may 
convene in ſuch Aſﬀfemblies, both when, and where they pleaſe, 
as was noted before. The Natioval A (ſemblies of this Country 
(fay the Preſbyters of Scotland) called commonly the General 
"> Aſſemblies, ought always tobe retained in their own Liberty, 
and have their own place,with power to the Kirk to appoint times 
axd places convenient for the ſame. And how highly diſſervice- 
__ . ablerothe publique affairs of the Ccmmoniveit, in the _ 
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of the Magiſtrate, the arrogation of ſuch a power may prove, 
as the ſtate of affairs and faRion of the Clergy may be, is not 
cafily determinable, © RELA 3, he? BL £3) 
2. And then ſecondly, their principles tend to the encum- 
) - beringof the Magiſtrate jn the Exccation of his-Office 'in the 

| _ Adminiſtration of C tvil Juſtice, and the preſervatio:) of the 
Rights and Liberties of the Peopl-. For if Civil Magiſtrates 
enaQt Laws defenſive and indempnitive to the People from the 
Tyranny and Oppreſlion of the Clergy, (a matter of muchmo= _ ._._ 
ment, and carefully to be remembred by our Legiſlators, } yet 457 
if the Aſſembly of the Elders judg them unproficable, or hure- ++. 
ful, or- unſeaſonable ; yea, or if bur abuſed by the People in ,.. * 
Eccleſiaſtical reſpeRs z they aſſume unto. themſelves a power | 
to abrogate and aboliſh them, whether the Magiltrate will or 
no, The Scotiſs Preſbyters, writing of their Kirk- Aſſemblies, 
ſay ; That they have Power to abrogate and aboliſh all Statutes 2 Bork 
and Ordinances concerning Eccleſiaſtical matters, that are found Vile ca. 7 
noyſom and unprofitable, and that agree not with the time, or are 
abuſed by the people. So that it ſeems, if the ſence and judg-= 
merit of the Magiſtrate and of the Elderſhip come in compe- 
tition about the uſefulneſs and unprofitableneſs of ſach Laws, 
both the Civil, Sence and the Givil Power muſt give place to 
the Ecclefialtique. | | 

Again, 1f a man have been arraigned at the Civil Bar for 
Homicide, and upon his Tryal be quit by the Judg: yer it. 
theſe Ecclefialtical Courts, and Presbyterian Seflions will fay, 
They are unſatisfied with the proceedings of the Civil Court, | 
they arrogate to themſelves a power to enjoyn the party to 
make ſatisfaRion to the Church, and to the ſurviving friends 
of him that's ſlain. 7 the Offender abide an Aſſize (ſay the 
Miniſters of Scotland) and bythe ſame be abſalved ; then may- 
not the Kirk pronounce Excommunication——but may enjoyu Scotiſh 
:  -wnto him ſuch (atiefattions to be'made publique to the Kirk, as Pſalm book 
pn may bear teſtification of his Obedience and unftigned Repentance,'® the or- 
And again ; Firſt ought inquiſition to be taken, of the Mur- modes 
therer have [atufied the party offended, that #, the kin and friends ; 
of the man flain : Which if he hath not done, neither #4 underſtood 
| willing ſs to do, the Kirk in no Wiſe may bear him. They like= 
EY: wiſe take upon them to prohibit men to labor in their Callings 
LED C 3 - — during 
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ay be appointed ta the Sermon and Prayere; which 
during the time of the Sermon, muſt be kept free from all exere 
ciſe of Labor, as Well of the Maſter, as of the Servant, They 
likewiſe take upon them the Judgment and Determination of 

Matters of Divorce and Adherence, And becasſe (lay they) 


| ARs of, the Conjunition of Marriages pertains to the Miniſtry, the 
oen.afſem. Canſes of «Adherence and Divorcements ought alſs to pertain 
Kirk Scot. to them, as naturally annexed thereto, Yea (ſometimes, and in 


ſome caſes, they take upon them the Diſpoſal of Children in 
Marriage, againſt the will and conſent of their. Parents. /f 


cthey, to Wit, the Miniſter or Magiſtrate, finde no cauſe that's 
Diſcip.the juſt, Why the IAarriage required may not be fulfilled ; then after 
Head cot» ſafficient admouition to the Father, Friend, Maſter, or Superior, 
| cerning hat yone of them reſiſt the Work of Goa, the Miniſter or Ma- 
Marriage. giſtrate may enter the place of Parents,and be conſenting to their 


juſt requeſts, may admit them to Marriages 
What (hall I ſay more? If the Afſertions of thoſe be true 
who pretend toa certain knowledg of the genize of Preſby- 
tery as to matters of fat in Scotland, where it isin its grea- 
telt exaltation, the Aſſemblies of Pre:byters give themſelves 
Commiſſion to ſtop or interrupt proceedings in Civil Courts 
of Juſtice between party and party, by admoniſhing and 
threatening the Plaintiff when they have a minde to befriend 
the Defendant: as alſo by receiving Appeals made to them 
from the Civil Bar, as to more competent Judges : a device 
like unto that, by which many of the Popiſh Clergy, in ap» 
pealing from Princes to the Pope, have freed themſelves alto- 
gether from the ſtroke of the Civil Sword, when otherwiſe 
they have been obnoxious to it, And do not our Presbyters in 
England long to drink of the ſweet waters of ſuch a power? 
Sure I am, that they reckon, that it would be a bleſſed thing, 
if a Presbyterian Fudicatory were ereRted in every pariſh of 
'the Nation ; as for other ends, ſo for the ending of Differen- 
ces, and determining Controverſies between Neighbor and 
Neighbor, | 
And though it's evident to all men that are not blinded with 
Self-interelt, That by ſuch things as theſe, theſe Sos of Lews 


take 
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take t00-much upon "them, £ ftrerch themſelves beyond their - We 
 ows lixe, and prove buſie Biſhops'in other mens Dioceſs, cone = OY 
fronting and muffling the Civil Power ; yet they think to ſalve 

all;by diftinguiſhing of the matter and end about which theCi- 

vil and Eccleſiaſtical Powers are exerciſed. For they hold; that 

Presbyters as-well as Princes, an Aſſembly of Elders as-well 

as of Senators, may take cognizance of the ſame external and 

civil things, onely with this 'difference.z The Magiſtrate'exer- 

ciſech his Power- thereabout in relation to external and civil 

peace, but Presbyters in relation to a ſpiritual good. The Aſa- Diſcip. of 
 giftrate (lay they) command: external things for external peace "he as of 
and quirttneſs among the Subjets : the Miniſter handleth ex- <—_ _ | 
rerxal things onely for (onſcience cauſe, Jult as if they were c,p,q* -- 
inſpired by the ſame ſpiric,and had conſulted at the ſame oracle 
with the Pope ; they with him encroach upon the Civil Pow- 

er, and then take hold of the ſame fig leaves of a fond diſtinRi- 

on to cover their nakedneſs, viz. That all is done by them #: 
ordine ad ſpiritnalia, in order to a ſpiricual good : as if the end 
formed the aftioa : whereas all men know, That as men many 
times do. things materially good for bad' ends ; ſo they do 
things materially evil, in pretention to good ends. If their 
Diſtin&ion were admitted as ſound, and proper for the end 
alledgedis what cauſes are there ſo purely Civil, which this 

hook would not reach and draw into their hands ? Queſtion= 

le(s there are but few, if any of -the outward and civil affairs. 
of men, but are ſo circumſtantiated, that in one reſpe&or 0- 

ther they relate to mens ſpiritual good, or evil, as might calily. - 

be demonſtrated if it were needful. And therefore if a ci:cum- 
ſtantial relation of things and cauſes unto mens ſpiritual good - 
renders a Presbytery competent Judges of them ; who fees nor 

that by this the wall of che Givil Power is broken down, and 

theſe Prerbyters may as often -as they pleaſe paſs oyer into it, 
_ and hear the ſame cauſes,and judg the ſame thing as that doth? 

That like as the Pope bringeth aliCauſes to him as a competent 

Judg, ſub firmalitate precati, (as they fay ; } ſo theſe ſpiri- 

rual }udges know how to bring what Grit they pleaſe to their . 
Mill, /ab 6rmalitate ſcandali,under the form of a ſcandal. And 
where ſuch EccleGaltical Jadicatories and Arbitrary Courts are 
ereRediin a Nation, who is able to conceive the many uote : 
JE | | an 


k 
| & 
ey , 
Ah 
* a 4 » 
© =— 


. _ wth " 
h at EE ae a a AS . 
£ Sv (Py 6 o0- vo 2h Ss, . : y 3 A > + = d " eg. V5 - oy UP + \ a5 A = 
Y $7600 SHEER £C% "1 - » . - RS” *- Q 
» A RC, ns 02 * Wh C83. Ll 3 SANE (5,97 F W. SETS 1 ar gs 
Wo, End, \RE - > *. . ths & 
Yo i 5.4 OCW. nn ul oy hs + ws 5 LE X wi y *"% : » 
1 ; » by $20 IIS v5 x Et " ” p 
o . 6.4 oh = We 20Y 18 " F 
? * $ 
Mn Bf 2257 we - 
; 1 
. he 
4 LE CW 


FILM : 3 
5,0 vu OTE 
EO 4 2 og Es © 
En. DUR avhy; ch IS 
JK. vos, OI 3 CR, by AS - 
- R's. G ESEOR $ 
5 Bt 


» ALES 1590, ey 
Wk 


and conteſts, that mult of neceffir 
there, Civil and Eccleſialtical | | yep Forig | 
2. The Popes (23 was 1aid) by the breath of their mouth, 
the Thunder- bolt of Excommunication , have blafted rhe | 
beauty of the Diadems of Princes, and have cauſed them to ( 
wither and fall off from their heads, And are net Rulers,both = 
thoſe thatare in ſupreme Authority, and ſuch as are fenc by 
chem, in danger to ſuffer like things from Prerbyrers, if once 
they had the power they deſire, unleſs they reſplyetoyeectd up 
# themſelves into the hands of their Councels, tb receive ſo ma- 
ny ſeveral forms and ſhapes, as into which the gravity and 
- wiſdom of theirAfemblies ſhall chink fit to caſt them? 1.7 bat 
» Book the Magiſtrate is ſubjef to the Judgment of Prevtbyterian Aſ- 
Diſe, Kirk ſemblies ; that the perſon of the Magiſtrate ought to be ſabjeft to 
Scotl.caps the Kirk.ſpiriiually, and in Eccleſiaſtical Government; and that 
- 12:1, 1{agiftrates ought to ſubmit themſelves to the Diſcipline of the 
| Kirk, .if they tranſgreſs in matters of Conſcience and Religion, 
are Tenets and Expreſſions frequent in their writings, as was 
noted in part before. ' 2. In caſe the Magiſtrate be diſobedienc 
to the Orders of their Aſſemblies, or otherwiſe walk irregu- 
larly, as they judg ; they aflume unto themſelves a power to 
- ___ excommunicate him. The Officers of the (hurch ( ay they) 
| Lot Mi can nA ag Y A cenſure the Officers of State. . And again, 
Ch. Gy, T he Church- Guides may admoniſh,excommunicate,&-c, the Of. 
p.90. ed.2 ficers of the State. 3« Of all ſuch perſons indefinitely as paſs |} 
under this cenſure of Excommunication, they ſay as followeth, 
| Book , Vis» eAfter Which ſentence (to wit, of Excommunication ) 
Diſc. Kirk 1149 #0 perſon (his Wife and Family oxely excepted) have any 
Scotland, kinde of converſation With him, be it in eating and drinking, 
7 Head: buying and ſelling ; yea, in ſaluting or talking With him, except 
it be at commandment or licenſe of the Miniſtry fir his conver» 
Ibidem, Jion- 4. They lay, This ſentence of Excommunication mufh be % 
* publiſhed nniverſally throughout the Realm, leſt that any mas © 
ſhould pretend ignorance. | | | 
Which things being confidered conjunfrm, who ſees not 
but that if Presbytery were in her deſired Throne-of Power, 
. Presbyters Conſciences would ſuffer them, in caſe of non- 
5 compliance in the Hſagiſftrate with them, to thruft him out of 
I the Chair, and to take the Sword of Power out of his ws 
= ] 
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jeaſt conſequentially,if not ditealy 2 For if 
alt nentially,if not directly # For if bro 
1 - 3% Aw : 


| into fucha condition, as not-to be ſuffered to converrs 


with any/perſon whatſoever (his own Family excepted,) how 
.s itpoflible he ſhould perform the place and daty of a Truſtee 
3 for the People,in azanaging the affairs of the Commonwealth? 
And yet into ſach a condition they can bring him by Excom- 
muitication, in caſe he be found trax/grefſing the Traditions of 
the Elders, And that their intentions have been to make a 
match between Pre:bytery and Magiftracy upon ſuch terms 
onely, 'as that the - Chair of Civil Powers to expeR a Bill 
of Divorce when ever it fails of ſervility and ſubjeRion to the 
Keys, 18 & truth which they prak plainly, and inno Parable, in 
that Head of the (ſo called) Ciry Remonſtrance, layd down 
in theſe: words, viz. T hat no perſon diſafſetedto Preibyterial 
Government, ſet forth,or to be ſet forth by the Parliameut, may 
lf ar in any place of publique Truſt. They were-willing 
you ſee to ##qnieſce in the Judgment and Reſolves of Parlia- - 
went z not onely in what was then already vifible ; but by an 
implicite faith alſo, tp yeeld np their Judgments and Conſci- 

. ences into the: hands of the Parliament, in what ever t 
ſhould do for the future, right or wrong, for the'eftabliſhmene 
of Presbyterial Government, - And this power of Parliament © 
they willingly owned, whileſt rhey-were under expeRations 
of being ratified by it in their promotion into all places of - 

publique Truſt, wich the ejeRion of all others ; and rejoyced 

i.this Authority, in oppoſition to the'Regalclaim it ſelf, fo 

far as-impropitious to high Presbyrery. Bur fince, the Parlia+ 
went perceiving the importune lofrineſs (not to ſay, ſaucineſs) 
of this kinde of ſpirit, and wiſely diſcerning the fad conſe- 
quences of Slavery to the peopley and of conteltation with 
theirown Authority,. which would inevitably have followed 

\ the Conceflion- of ſuch apower as they defirad , have there- 

i upon in good part withdrawn the influence of that grace and . 

- favor, by which they promiſed themſelves their hearts deſire, 
40d' have thereby broke the heart of their great expeQation, + 

| Whereupon the Presbyters weſpeak of, finding themſelves 
thus like robedifappointed of their ſo mighty a grown hope, 

- preſently fell co crying down the Parliament as falt as cyer be» 
fore they had eryed it up; and. - fide wittt that Royal party 


againſt 
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_ againſt the Pariiament, whom with the Parliament they for- 
merly oppoſed. And as if all this had been bur little intheir eyes 
for the gaining of ſo ;great a-prize as'that for which they ran; 
| ſome;not of leaſt: note among them(as hath appear'd in the cafe 
of Nr Love and/his Complices)) have praceeded to-aflume unto 
themſelves a power to treat, or to commiſſion others to treaty 
. with the declared Enemies of this Commonwealth, inearder 
to the ſubverſion of the Parliament, and bringing in of him 
to be King in an hoſtile way, whom before, under the work- 
ing of the ſame principles and diſpoſition, they counted for a 
common Enemy. So that when either Parliament or King 
Rand in the way of towering Prerbytery , ſuch Mountains | 
. mult be levelled to make her paſſage fair and ſmooth; 'Or. if 
the condition of either be but low, then theſe valleys muſt be 
raiſed, if her approaches to her deſired Throne may thereby be 
accommodated : per f or nefas, all mult fall, rather then Pre/= 
bytery ſhall not rife 2 any ſhall riſe, and that upon any terms, if 
that may but riſe with them and by them. 
By what hath been obſerved-from the writings and praQi- 


cal behavior of Engliſh and Scots/ſ6 Presbyters, I ſuppoſe it 
now evidently appears to the Reader, That there is a clear con» 
fimilitude,or rather an Identity of aRing in them and the Popes 
of Rome ſucceſſively, in their uſurpations of a Power appro- 
priately belonging to the Civil Magiſtrate, and incompetible. 
to their Calling as Miniſters of the Goſpel, in which capacity 
onely they profeſſedly a; or claim a right to a& ſuch things, 
x3 now have been infiſtcd on, S: 
= IF 1t ſhall be ſaid, It doth not therefore follow, that the 
Preibyters we ſpeak of are guilty of ſo great a crime as Pope= 
77, though it ſhould be granted that there is a kinde of parity. 
or congruity in ſeyeral things preparatory to the reſpe&iveJu- 
riſdiftions of Popes and Pretbyter?, and co-incident to the 
© executive part of their Offices and Fun&ions ; becauſe all. that 
the Popes themiclyes have done hath not been Popery, but 

- -what onely they have done, taught, or enjoyned contrary to. 

the Rules of the Goſpel. To thisI anſwers _, __._ 

. Althoughl1 ſhall not enter the debate of what.is, and what 
is nat formally Popeyy in other particulars, yer I doubt not to 
atlirm, That what ever the Popes have done inorder to their 

| aſſuming 


Ny "_ hed no_ ©” ww 


Toes "IT 
OOPS" Ae II 
OO RG Root 3." .H 
A 9% 34 


er i Dt 1 MY» f 5 - 
WP 4s. $2 But 3 adj 
nz” 2 
. 2s RE OS 0.3 ESI 
a OS WET OR FT EE PT PT OI 
] : VO ae OW (7 Yo 5 te 


F; I A he PL Ty 
, vw 4 * SY 2 . £4 
0 WP. ; EB OY or Fr IE i ng 
4,2 OR "66 $ "I 2 
LES 
Tea 5 
» + - 
x -6Þ-þ 
gt IPs; 


aſſuming noto themſclyes a Power and Anthority 


by "kk %X + 
bo Oo NE i LIRRF-.-biite 
ZR Fo. NES. 7 La TER on. 2 
S 7 1 ” . of Kee, "I P < 4 
—_ bh KT 23S C 
7 wy 
$ _ 
»”- \ n 


is as properly, if not much more'formally Popery, then any other 


a , 
- P ” 


piece of Popery that can be named. And the reaſon hereof -is this, 
xcanſe this height and power of theirs we ſpeak of, was the end 
at which they aymed, and. for which they ſtrove, in the uſe of 


Y 


all thoſe ungodly means, and in the broaching of all their errone- 


on o 


ous, unſonnd, and deviliſh Do@rines, wherewith the world hath 
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of the Office and Calling of a Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, under pre- Bl 
tence of an Authority derived from him by vertue of that Office, 


becn poyſoned. For it is not to be imagined, that if their adhe- 


fion to the parity and ſimplicity of the Goſpel had been the wa 
to that worldly greatneſs after which they aſpired, that they 


* My 


would haveforſaken that, and have ſtrained their wits 'and con- 
ſciences.too, in adulterating the Truth, to make it ſubſcrvient to 


their deſired end and defign ; it being no pleaſure to any man to. 


go the fartheſt way about when he longs to be at home. Beſides, 
thoſe Errors in Doftrine that are moſt intrinſecally Popiſh, are all 
of them calculated, asit were, for thenonce, to elevate the Pope 
and his Complices to that pomp and power at which they are 2r- 
rived, and to encreaſe the Revenues of that Papal Sea. Which is 
demonſtration clear enough, That that which was capital, leading 

and as it were commanding in that great Apolincy pod Detection 
fromthe Truth, and which doth cluefly diſtinguiſh the Pope from 
other Heretiques, was and is, that exorbitant Power and Autho- 
rity, which he claims and. exerciſes as a Miniſter of Chriſt and 
Succeſſor of the Apoſtles. For many other men in the world have 
been and are corrupted (poſſibly) with as dangerous and deftruc- 


tive Errors about the great buſineſs of mens Salvation, as the | 
Popes and their party have been ; yet theſe dq not entitle them 


to any ſuch denomination as the Pope bears, as not being found in 
conjunRion with any ſuch power as he hath, nor having any ſuch 
tendency therennto as his Errors haye, And therefore if this be it 


fromother Impoſtors, viz. his exorbitant Power held under a 

religions pretence, then his Errors in Doftrine, Idolatries and Su- 

perititions in Worſhip do ; (that being his charaRter, if- meant of 

him, as generally is held it is, 2 The. 2. 4. Exalting himſelf a- 

bove all that # called God; ) then doubtleſs fuch a Power is moſt 

eſſentially and formally Popery ; thc being moſt intrinſecally the 
vie Rs S:-* 3 . nu 
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- that doth more direRly charaRterize and diſtinguiſh the Pope . 
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: If thena National Preſbytery magnifies it ſelf above Magiſtra- 

cy, - and afſames a power and greatneſs inconſiſtent: with the due 

exerciſe of the Civil Power, and that under coloar of Preſbhy. | 
ters:relation to Chriſt as his Miniſters and -Embaſſadors, and Snc= + 
cefſors to the Apoſtles, as you ſce it does ;- then cyident it is, that 
ſuch a Preſbytery is as really and truly Popery. for the ſpecies and 
kinde of it Ghough not for degree) as any one branch or member 
of Popery otherwiſe 1s. | 6 et She 
_ And that ſuch a power is as PRE Þ the Rules Eon 
Goſpel, as it is congruous to the principles of Popery, Is evident 
Ka for to oppo e that God ſhould ſet up one Ordinarice 


- * 


of his 2gainſt another, or tv canſe one to fall fon] upon another, is 
a preat refleion of diſparagement upon the wiſdom of God, the 
thought whereof is to be abhorred, according to that of the A- 
poltle, Gal. 3:21, 1s the Law then againſt the Promiſes of God ? 
God forbid. Now that the Civil Power or Magiftracy is an Or- 
dinance of God, is without all diſpute: and therefore whatever 
other Power interfers and claſhes with this in its due exerciſe and 
adminiſtration (as the Presbyterial Power we ſpeak of doth) is 
cleanly evinced upon that account to be no Ordinance of -God, 
bur 6 Phu in oppoſition to Gods. * Beſides, when Chriſt ſays'to 
his Apoſtles (whoſe Power in Ecclefiafticals was more'extenfive, - 
then other Preſbjters either is, or ever was) atth. 20. 25, 26« 
Te know that the Princes of the Gentilgs exerciſe Dominion over 
them, and they that are great exerciſe Authority upon them ; 
but it ſhall nat be ſo among you ; he cannot (I ſuppoſe) be un- 
derftood to-do leſs then nrohibir them the claim, uſe and exerciſe 
of any ſuch power, as the Princes of the Gentiles exerciſed and 
uſed in their reſpeRive Dominions, and that lawfully. Nay that 
which 1s more then this ; he clearly ſeems to forbid them the de- 
fire, claim, or uſe of any ſuch power, which holds ſo much as a 
fimilicude or refemblance of that Dominion or Authority which 
the Princes of the Gentiles exerciſed over the Inhabitants of 'their 
Lands. And whether a Church Government which'is National, 
conſtituted by a National Aſſembly of Preſtyrers,and adminiſtred 
and carryed on by inferior Ecclefiaftical Judicatories throughou 
the Land, do not very mych reſemble the Power and* Ani 


. as Princesbfiths CIS tin! hots | p 
fa Elders'of the people themſelves to ole md 
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leavet to theſe 


- The ;precelfiex ſore conſidered, I doubt. not bat every lo- 
berand confiderinig man, whoſe ambition and i ignorant zeal. hath 
not tranſported him ont of the ſphere and circle of his own pro- 
fefſed Calling and employmen 
the pretentions afore-tnentioned, wil cafily diſcern a-ſavor of much 
wiſdom inthe Parliament of the Commonwealch of England, if 
they ſhall think fie. co deny the importune Defires and Pegtigns of 
char fort of rank of 'menamong.ns called Irqeftetion, af Fer 
they ſhould make new Addreſſes and Apphcations to t 
fac a Power as hath now been deeryed to be Popiſh, Antiehni- 
ſtian, and Anti-magiſtratical.” For how ſbould chey apſwer their 


t-into that which is anothers, under 


Truſts in managing that Ie your Authority wherewith they.are 


inveſted for POIIEE g 
confer any ſuch Power upon» Preſbyters ? which (as is now 
kno\wn' aforchand). they: willuſeto the infringement of the Au- 
thority, both ſapreme Tad 'ſhbotdinare, if "theſe ſhall interfer 
with theirs. * Orhow can the Supreme Authority retain. its name 
and property, if it ſhall tolerate or permit fuch another Power or 
Authority withinics limits and-bounds,and ſphere: of its aRiyity, 
that ſhi. lift up irfelf aboveit in ſeveralthings peculiat'co it ?.; 

' For if mien of this inſpiration; whileK tinarmed wich any ſuch 

ower, -and whilelt they k have been but: making towards ſuch an 
inveſtiture, have yer been able to make the Land to tremble, by 
their Intereſt in and Influence upon the giddy and: unſtable mule- 
tnde at home,and men of like vaſt defies with themſelyes abroad, 
as {ad experience hath taught'us within the compaſs of four years 
now laſt paſt ; what then may we expe& from-them, if armed 


with ſuch a power as they long for, incaſe this ſhould meet with _ 


interruptions from the Supreme Authority, with which in ſuch a 
cafe h they hold chemſelves bound to ſtand in.competition 1, If it 
kath been tfoubleſotn'to:keep-pace with them in this kind whilelt 
they have been but footmen, what would the difficulty. be in 
cafe they were on horſeback? -- | ' 
Furth-rmore, If National Preſbytery; eſpecially in the head 


_ andreceptacle of- chat Power, General Aſſembiy,. be ſp; ,incohe- 


rent with, #odencroaching. HF: voledle apd appropri- 
3 : ate 


and common Freedom, if they ſhall 
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ateRights of: the Civil Power in che Adfmiiſtration thereof, as 
hath been deared in the predeclared parallel; 'Then.obſerye. and 
| - behold, whar a ſufficient ground and reaſon theres for the Far» | 
liement of the Commonwealth of England (into whoſe hands T = 
| doubt not: to ſay, Divine:Providence hath now put the Govern® . ; F- 
ment of the greateſt part of Scot4av4)not to-endure or tolerate the © 
- © Beingofſuchathing as the General Aflembly of the Kirk of Soor% — | 
. Tand, itrany place, where the arm of their Power will reach. For 
no-doubt, if ſuch a thing be continned in life and being there, it | 
will be as a worm at the root of that tenderplant of Civil Go- 
verntnent there to be ereted, which will: keep it from thriving 
= and proſpering upon any ſuch terns, as it is like to do, if that be 
E | retnoved. For that Kirk Afſembly-general hath been wont to be 
2h i, fo iff in their Reſolves about matters of State (in which Boat 
3 Oe they ill nſe to-have an Oar) as that the Commiſſioners of Szare, 
yea the Parliament of Scotland 1t {lf, have been full oft fain to 
bk - | , wavethe Refults of their own'Counſels and Debates, - to-avoyd | 
E. - breach, and the exaſperations of the people againſt them by their 
ES means, (an Eccleſiaſtical Rod they uſed to hold oyer them,) as - 
=. ſeveral TranſaRions betyeen them of late years do abundantly - 
oo witneſs,” $129 (bo bh > #1cfps yt wo 
= :. Andif this hath been the meaſure which the higheſt, Authority 
"ol there: hath received fromithat Aſſembly, when owned and ac | 
knowledged by themſelves as the: rightful ruling Power ; how | 
9 * much more muſt it needs be conceived, that they will not onely. 
| _ » daſh with,but even ſeck all opportunities to undermine the Civil 
Authority of the Parliament of England there, by whom ſoever 
—— adininiſtred ? in as much as they are pretendedly under diflati(- 
= | faction tonching-the"Juſtneſs of - that Claim, and- profeſs open. 
: | enmity againſt ir; 7 LY 
As a National Preſbytery hath already been declared inconſilt- 
- ent with the due exerciſe of Civil Government, ſo it might eafi- 
RF ly be proved to bealike inconſiſtent with the juſt Rights and Li= 
; betties of the People 3" bur I ſhall not now trouble. the' Reader 
herewith, ft 7 omioot nd cad avet gots 
. \ Butfor a cloze, I ſhall add this one word of Caution,. to pre- 
yent mil-interpretation of my intention. + os 
When 1 ſay and affitm, That a V arional Preſbytery is a branch 
of Popery, and fo Preſbyters fo far Popiſh: as they reach after, 
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. orexe'ciſe ſich a Power as they affirm to be relat 


perſons of theſe Prevbyrers, as if they themſelves, or their ad- 
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ive to the 


herents, were all of them ungodly men 2 but iris their ungod-. 


ly Error with which I conteſt, For as it is reported concerns 
ing ſome of thoſe men, who through miſtake did contribute 
 fomewhat towards advancing the Pope to that ſuperlative 


# 
Sade. 


godly men : ſo the fame py Error may befall ſome men 


— : aft, 


porting that Antichriſtian power in ſome particular limbs or 


'1 fall. But if ſome mien, who are otherwiſe good, are ſubje&t 
to be ſo ſerviceable to an Antichriſtian Power and PraQtice un- 
awares, and contrary to their own Intentions : it then very 
much concems all men, not to truſt to the judgments and ſay» 
ings of other men, out of reverence or reſpe to their perſons 
or parts, but throughly and impartially co weigh, conſider, 
| and. examine, both their ſayings and "doings , whence they 
come, and whither they go ; what their foundation, and what 
their tendency is; leſt otherwiſe their feer be taken in that 


-— 


-— 


might be avoyded, : 


mg 


I not be underſtood to declaim againſt the = 


| power which hegot, viz. That they were other wiſe religious . 
of like qualification for Religion and Godlineſs, in their ſup- 


] . branches of it, now it is in its declination, and towards its 


fnare of Popery, which I have now diſcovered, to the end 'ic - 
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